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ACE Paragraph for “To My Dear and Loving Husband” by Anne Bradstreet

[bookmark: _GoBack]In her poem “To My Dear and Loving Husband”, Anne Bradstreet utilizes metaphors and passionate diction to reveal how deep the speaker and her husband’s shared love runs and how perfect it is in the eyes of God. She “prizes thy love more than whole Mines of gold” and insists that “[her] love is such that Rivers cannot quench”. These metaphors serve to portray their love as an invaluable, unconquerable force like a gold mine or a fire so powerful that no river can put it out. The speaker’s diction gives us phrases such as “the heavens reward thee manifold, I pray” and “that when we live no more, we may live forever”. Bradstreet’s choice of words leads us to make the connection between the speaker and her husband and the values of Calvinism, the dominant religion when and where this poem was written. The speaker is hoping and praying that God rewards her husband for his devotion to her by making him an elect. The last line of the poem conveys the wish that both of them, by selection of predetermination, will end up in heaven so their love will thrive even after death. Anne Bradstreet conveys these Calvinistic dreams and her powerful love with her husband through her use of metaphors, passionate diction in her poem “To My Dear and Loving Husband”.
